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·



“Seven Epic Moments*” 

*From A North American’s Perspective ;)
·



1. “The Old Ways” 
·



“The Old Ways” 

The ethic of pathways and trails as a right of 
passage in Europe created centuries ago.

·



Allemansrätten (everyman's right)

The right of any citizen to walk anywhere on 
uncultivated land provided he does no harm.

….to ramble, to sleep, to light a campfire, to 
swim in a stream, to pick nuts and berries….

-Adapted from Macfarlane

See also http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Freedom_to_roam

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Freedom_to_roam�


This may be in part because Scandinavia did 
not have a history of feudalism where a 
landowning class dominated the landscape. 

In more recent times other nations have 
adopted versions of this concept.

-Adapted from Macfarlane



·

2. The Sacred Walk



·

The Sacred Walk

The creation of the Camino De Santiago and 
how it is inspiring trails in the 21st Century



In the 10th century the fame of the tomb of the 
apostle St. James at Compostela, Spain 
spread across western Europe and became a 
place of pilgrimage for thousands.   

Routes from France and other destinations, 
that promised travelers bodily and spiritual 
welfare, formed across northern Spain. The 
route became formalized with a magnificent 
basilica, that housed relics of the apostle, its 
destination. 

--Adapted from Unesco World Heritage Center Article

http://whc.unesco.org/en/list/669

http://whc.unesco.org/en/list/669�


In 1139 the first "guidebook" to the Route 
appeared describing a precise alignment 
Santiago de Compostela and listing the 
facilities available to pilgrims. 

The establishment of the pilgrimage route 
inevitably led to its adoption as a commercial 
route, resulting in economic prosperity for 
several of the towns along its length.The 
tradition of pilgrimage to Santiago has not 
ceased since that time.

--Adapted from Unesco World Heritage Center Article

http://whc.unesco.org/en/list/669

http://whc.unesco.org/en/list/669�


In 1987 it was declared to be the first 
European Cultural Itinerary by the Council of 
Europe and every year sees many thousands 
of pilgrims following it on foot or bicycle.

--Adapted from Unesco World Heritage Center Article

http://whc.unesco.org/en/list/669

http://whc.unesco.org/en/list/669�


In 1985, 2,491 people walked the Camino De 
Santiago to Santiago de Compostela
and  received the certificate of completion
—la Autentica;

More than 270,000 did so in 2010!



We have been increasingly on pilgrimage. 
-Edmund Blunden, Poet, 1942



A revival is under way worldwide, with 
pilgrim numbers rising even as church-
going figures fall.

And it is surely part of a broader desire to 
reconnect with landscape and nature, 
provoked by the increasing 
dematerialization and disembodiment of 
virtualized existence. 

-Adapted from Macfarlane



Pilgrim Rules—

Rule of Resonance—A smaller place with 
which we resonate is more important than a 
place of great pilgrimage

Rule of Correspondence—A place within a 
landscape corresponds to a place within the 
heart.

Vaclav Cilek,--Czeck Writer from Macfarlane



3. Out of the Great Depression
Salvation of Nation

·



Out of the Great Depression
Salvation of Nation

In the 1930’s, a very dark and perilous time 
for Democracy in the U.S. , President 
Franklin Roosevelt created the Youth 

Conservation Corps 
·



The program employed over 3 million  
desperate and restless young men improving 
the landscape.



They were provided shelter, clothing, and 
food, together with a small wage of $30 a 
month ($25 of which had to be sent home to 
their families).



They planted nearly 3 billion trees to help 
reforest America. They constructed more than 
800 parks nationwide.



They constructed over 47,000 km of trails 
on public lands and that legacy lives on 
today!

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Civilian_Conservation_Corps

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Civilian_Conservation_Corps�


·

4. Rails to Trails
·



·

Rails to Trails
The creation of the rail trail movement in the 

late 20th Century, the first rail trail and the 
creation of the Rails to Trails Conservancy in 

the U.S.

·



Opened in 1965, The Elroy-Sparta State Trail
in Wisconsin was the first abandoned rail 
corridor converted into a recreational trail. 

Dozens of nations worldwide now  have 
similar rail trail programs in place. 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rail_trail
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_rail_trails

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rail_trail�
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_rail_trails�


In 1986 Peter Harnik and David Burwell 
formed the Rails-to-Trails Conservancy
inspired by the opportunities presented by the 
increasing abandonment of railroad corridors 
throughout the country.



In 1976, The U.S. Congress passed the The
Railroad Revitalization and Regulatory Reform 
Act that provided funding, information 
exchange and technical assistance in order to 
preserve rail corridors and create public trails. 

It also allowed "railbanking" so that corridors 
could be preserved in public ownership. 



Recently in New York City an abandoned 
elevated commuter railway was converted to a 
linear park and walkway. 



The High Line attracts five million visitors 
a year--the second most visited cultural 
venue in the city. 

$2.2-billion in new economic activity--
raising tax revenues by an estimated 
$980-million over the next two decades. 

--Toronto Globe and Mail, Oct 1, 2014



·

5. National Trails Movements
and Organizations

·



·

National Trails Movements
and Organizations

European Ramblers/The French 
Rondonnees/Rim of Africa/Jeju Olle/China 
Mountain Journey and Volkssport/Korean 

Trails/American Trails
And Many Others

·



The U.S. National Trails System Act of 1968

This legislation authorized a system of 
nationally designed trails including the 
renown Appalachian and Pacific Crest 
National Scenic Trails .

In addition, it authorized a large national 
system that included four classes of trails: 
National Scenic Trails; National Historic 
Trails; National Recreation Trails; and, 
Connecting or Side Trails to access the other 
classes of trails.



Since the passage of the Act tens of 
thousands of km of trails have been 
designated.



One example of a major national trails 
advocacy organization, 

American Trails was created in 1988 



American Trails 
--an early national advocacy organization

American Trails is the collective voice for a 
diverse coalition of trails enthusiasts 
including hikers, bicyclists, snowmobilers, 
off-road vehicle operators, physically-
challenged persons, cross-country skiers, 
canoeists, equestrians, fitness enthusiasts, 
conservationists, land managers and planners, 
government officials, and others who enjoy 
and use land and water trails.

http://www.americantrails.org/ee/



American Trails pursues a diverse system of 
quality trails through:

•a biannual international symposium
•trails training programs
•advocacy at national and local levels
•informing elected officials and business 
leaders of the benefits of trails and an 
investment
•instructional Webinars
•a national magazine and on-line newsletter
•networking opportunities 

http://www.americantrails.org/ee/



6. The Greenway Movement



The Greenway Movement
The creation of the first major greenway and 

the “greenway brand” in Denver. 



What is a greenway?

A greenway is a long, narrow piece of 
land, where vegetation is encouraged, 
which is managed for public recreation 
and slow travel. 

--Wikipedia



What is a greenway?        

The concept of greenways evolved 
originally from the promenades and 
allees of Europe

Adapted by Olmstead in the U.S. in late 
19th Century as connected parks and 
parkways,



In 1974 in response to a devastating flood, 
Denver created a linear park along the 
long-blighted South Platte River from city 
limit to city limit with feature areas and 
parks all connected by a non-motorized 
pathway.  

This is likely the first use of the term 
“greenway” to describe this new urban 
corridor phenomena (though there were 
other corridors of a similar nature in other 
locales).



Since 1974 the Greenway Movement has 
expanded worldwide with many nations 
having greenway programs.

A major greenway project (over 1200 km) 
was recently created in the Pearl River 
Delta Region of China—a green system 
combining major cities and important 
ecological areas.



And, the Greenway concept has 
expanded and broadened to include 
ecological conservation, floodplain and 
wetland protection, and other benefits…

—GREEN INFRASTRUCTURE!



7. Jeju Olle



Jeju Olle
Taking the trails movement worldwide and 

inspiring the World Trails Network



Inspired by the Camino De Santiago—A 
walking path was created that encircles Jeju 
Island. 

And the WTN is initiated, the major global 
trails advocacy organization.



Jeju Olle has led the way in spreading the 
concept of locally accessible long-distance 
walking routes that benefit residents and 
tourists alike with:

•A high quality trail

•Events like the Walking Festival

• A window to the Trails World with the World 
Trails Network.



Making it Happen
—Common Threads



Making it Happen
—Common Threads

The “Spark”, The Vision, Leadership, 
Implementation, People embrace it!



The  “Spark”
Need, Opportunity, conditions, 

problems and crisis



The Vision
Able to clearly articulate (30 second 

statement), inspiring, well 
communicated, Make it resonate!



Leadership
A champion, a point person, skilled 

expertise, legitimacy and transparency. 



Leadership
There must be an effective, motivated, 
sustainable organizing structure that 

promotes innovation, problem solving 
and timely completion of tasks.



Enabling
Secure the resources, Proof-of-

concept Projects/Events, Make the 
economic case



Implementation
Get it on the ground, year by year, 

don’t stop until it completed, 
sustain it!



People embrace it!
Timeless appeal, planning and design!



Toward A Trail Planet!



The Value of  a
Global Organization



A global networking and fellowship hub!



Nations and regions help each other 
build & strengthen their trails 

organizations through sharing!



Articulates the benefits (physical, 
mental, spiritual, economic) to 

decision-makers and businesses 
worldwide!



Communicates that trails are green 
infrastructure and promote a resource 

stewardship ethic worldwide!



Works to improve trails education in 
schools and universities and brings 

disciplines together to shape a better 
“trails planet”!



Gets more people to quality trails and 
more quality trails to people (Make 

every doorstep a trailhead)!



Some of The 
Challenges



Some of The 
Challenges

Sustainability-financial, staffing, leadership
Distances to travel and costs/affordability

Communicating across languages/cultures
Agree to definitions of trails



Getting Organized



Getting Organized
•Address distinct global needs/opportunities
•Avoid redundancy
•Leadership and financial sustainability
•Have a business plan
•Avoid analysis paralysis



Elements of a Successful Business Plan

What we want to accomplish--A concise summary (the vision and mission)

A market analysis—who wants our services and who will pay for them? Who is 
our competition?

Organization and Management—staffing, consultants and board of directors

Marketing and sales strategies—how do we reach those that want and need 
our services and those who will fund our programs. 

Services and product line—keep it simple and doable, and not redundant 

Start-up Funding—how much, from whom and for what?

Sustainable Funding Needs—how much, from where and how is it made
sustainable?



The World Needs--
the ways!
the trails!

the corridors!
the quality!

(The old and the new)



“Paths need walking to endure.”

-Adapted from Macfarlane



Thank you!!!
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